
Development and Planning Subcommittee 
Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: May 4, 2026 // Start Time: 7:40 AM // Location: Training Room, City Hall 
 
In-person Attendees: City Manager Tom Hadden; Development Services Director Lynne 
Twedt; City Attorney Greta Truman; Deputy City Attorney Jessica Groves, Planning 
Administrator Linda Schemmel; Development Coordiantor Karen Marren; City Engineer 
Brian Hemesath; Principal Engineer Ben McAlister, Chief Building Official Brian Palmer; 
Transportation Engineer Eric Petersen 
 
Online Attendees: City Council Member Matt McKinney; City Planner Emani Brinkman; 
City Planner Kate DeVine 
 
Guest Attendees: Brandon Bolton (item 1a); Chris Gunnare (item 1b) 
 
1. Discussion Items  

1a - Swimming Pool/Fence Cover Requirements 
• Chief Building Official Palmer presented research showing West Des Moines 

maintains a 4-foot fence requirement around pools for safety reasons regardless 
of electronic cover installation, unlike neighboring cities.  

• Mr. Bolton requested an amendment to align with current International Swimming 
Pool and Spa Code standards that allow power covers to replace exterior barriers, 
or at a minimum, flexibility in ornamental fence requirements.  

• Current 2021 building codes already align with these recommendations, and the 
upcoming 2024 codes will not change this exception.  

• Flexibility of specific fence requirements, particularly regarding horizontal bar 
spacing requirements for ornamental fences, was discussed, noting current code 
requirements may be unnecessarily strict. 

• Discussion regarding climb ability standards and the financial burden of custom 
ornamental fences. Privacy fences (wood or PVC) are often non-climbable and 
more commonly used around pools.  

• The committee agreed with amending the building code to allow for different fence 
options, particularly for properties with power pool covers.  

• Staff will draft a proposed amendment to the building code and will have Mr. Bolton 
review the proposed language for feedback. Staff will provide updates to Mr. Bolton 
regarding timing and the pool fence amendment process. 

1b – Lutheran Church of Hope (LCOH) 
• Transportation Engineer Petersen and City Engineer Hemesath presented findings 

from a traffic study showing increasing congestion around LCOH slip left access 
on Jordan Creek Parkway. No immediate changes were recommended, as the 
situation had improved following recent service time adjustments.  

• Chris Gunnare, LCOH, 925 Jordan Creek Parkway, explained their efforts to 
address the traffic issues, including moving service times and working with law 
enforcement.  



• Staff will bring recommendations to the City Council in the future should traffic 
issues at LCOH worsen.  

• Staff will continue to monitor traffic and crash reports at LCOH’s slip left access 
and maintain awareness of traffic issues for possible future action if the condition 
worsens.  

Item 2. Upcoming Projects 
a. 3700 Hidden Creek Drive - Plat of survey to convey a piece of property to an 

adjacent property – POS-007309-2026 
b. 8802 Scarlet Drive – Vacation of a buffer easement to allow construction of a 6’ 

privacy fence in the rear yard of the property – VAC-007310-2026 
c. Vale Estates, 1500 S 60th Street – Final plat to create 6 single family lots and 1 

street lot – FP-007307-2026 
d. The Pines at Glen Oaks, 700 My Way – An amendment to the Glen Oaks PUD 

to allow an off-premises sign and 8’ fence along interstate ramp – ZC-007315-
2026 

e. Wellstone, 9102 Mills Civic Pkwy – Planned Unit Development, Preliminary Plat 
and Site Plan to allow a horizontal and vertical mixed-use development 
consisting of single-family, townhomes, apartments, office, and commercial uses 
- ZC-007145-2026 and PPSP-007312-2026 

f. Vet Emergency Group, 6840 EP True Pkwy – A numerical variance allowing 164 
square feet in additional signage (Board of Adjustment authority) – VAR-007311-
2026 

Item 3.  Minor Modifications & Grading Plans 
a. Microsoft Ginger East, 1475 SE Maffitt Lake Road - Proposed secondary access 

to MidAmerican Energy substation internal to the data center site – MML2-
007302-2026 

b. Microsoft Ginger West, 11100 Booneville Road - Proposed secondary access to 
MidAmerican Energy substation internal to the data center site – MML2-007300-
2026 

c. Microsoft Osmium, 5855 SW Kerry Street - Proposed secondary access to 
MidAmerican Energy substation internal to the data center site – MML2-007301-
2026 

d. WDM Public Services, 8850 Grand Avenue - Proposed offsite parking lot for 
employees working on Microsoft DSM 44-45 construction – MML2-007298-2026 

e. 2309 Valley Ridge Place – Deck addition – MML1-007316-2026 
f. West Glen Village North, 549 S Sandstone Drive – Amend the construction and 

occupancy phasing plan for the development – MML1-007305-2026 
g. False 9, 206 5th Street – Painting the front façade – MML1-007304-2026 

Item 4. Other Matters 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, May 18, 2026. Meeting adjourned at 
8:37 AM 


