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Trick-or-Treating in WDM moves to October 31 

 

 

Our residents have spoken!  

As a result of the survey taken 

last fall, respondents voted to 

move trick-or-treating from  

Beggars’ Night (October 30) to  

Halloween on October 31.  

So get those little ones ready to  

knock on doors from 6 to 8 p.m.  

in West Des Moines! 

Compost It!  

Use Metro Waste Authority’s  

Compost It! program to dispose  

of leaves, twigs and grass. 

It’s easy! Just visit MWA’s  

website to learn more. 

Only residents on city services for curbside garbage  

and recycling collection are eligible for this program.  

http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-West-Des-Moines-City-Managers-Office/173387697870
https://twitter.com/cityofwdm
http://www.linkedin.com/
https://www.mwatoday.com/waste-recycling/yard-waste/curbside-disposal/
https://www.mwatoday.com/waste-recycling/yard-waste/curbside-disposal/
https://www.mwatoday.com/waste-recycling/yard-waste/curbside-disposal/
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Meet Sparky: Your Battery Disposal Buddy 

You may have seen him around. Now it’s time to officially say hello! 

Sparky is our battery-boosting buddy here to help us safely and 

responsibly dispose of batteries across the metro. Keep an eye out 

because he’s just getting started. 

Since April, Sparky and the Metro Waste Authority team have  

collected more than 3,500 pounds of batteries at drop-off sites 

across the metro! Every battery dropped off brings us one step 

closer to a cleaner, safer community. 

Batteries are hiding in lots of unexpected places!  

Not sure if something has a battery? If it buzzes, hums, flashes, or 

charges, it’s got a battery — and it shouldn’t go in the regular trash 

or recycling bin. 

Together, we are keeping harmful materials out of landfills one 

battery at a time. Let’s keep the momentum going and use the 

drop-off inside the WDM Public Library or find a battery drop-off 

near you!  

Keep your family safe by taking unused  

or expired prescription drugs to the  

WDM Police Department,  

250 Mills Civic Parkway! 

 

Keep them safe. Clean them out. Take them back.  

25 

https://www.mwatoday.com/locations/recycling-drop-off
https://www.mwatoday.com/locations/recycling-drop-off
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Encountering wildlife: Tips to stay safe  

The City of WDM is in  

regular contact with 

the Iowa DNR regard-

ing wildlife in our city.  

Coyotes, bobcats and 

 foxes tend to keep 

 their distance from 

people and don't engage unless they feel threat-

ened, someone tries to feed or pet them, or if a 

person or a pet gets near their den, especially 

when they are raising their young.  

If you encounter any of these animals around your 

home, never approach or chase the animal. It's 

best to slowly and calmly leave the site by the way 

you came.  

Sightings can be expected, especially at dawn and 

dusk. Most of these animals are naturally afraid  

of humans, so it's important to realize that they    

rarely attack humans or pets.  

If you see an aggressive, sick or injured animal, 

call Westcom Non-Emergency Dispatch at 515-

222-3321 (where calls are answered 24-hours  

a day) and they will send a police officer out to  

respond. Always call 911 in an emergency.  

Bobcat Coyote 

Fox 

Let’s keep leaves out of storm drains to prevent flooding 

While the fall colors are beautiful in central Iowa, 

fallen leaves can cause big problems if they end 

up in the street. When leaves  

collect in storm drains, they can 

clog pipes and lead to street 

flooding —  or even water backing 

up into homes.   

Reminder: It’s against City Code  

4-4-2:C to place leaves, mud, dirt, 

gravel, snow or debris in the pub-

lic right of way.  

Property owners are responsible for keeping their 

yards and adjacent sidewalks clear no matter 

where the leaves come from.   

Better Ways to Handle Leaves: 

1) Compost them for use in gardens; 

2) Mulch under shrubs to  

enrich the soil; 

3) Cover flower beds with 4 – 6                                                         

inches of leaves to protect 

plants over winter; and 

4)   Mow and mulch smaller 

amounts right into your lawn for  

a natural fertilizer.  

Let’s work together to keep our streets clean and 

our stormwater system flowing! 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westdesmoinesia/latest/westdesmoines_ia/0-0-0-46799#JD_4-4-2
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westdesmoinesia/latest/westdesmoines_ia/0-0-0-46799#JD_4-4-2
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westdesmoinesia/latest/westdesmoines_ia/0-0-0-46799#JD_4-4-2
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westdesmoinesia/latest/westdesmoines_ia/0-0-0-46799#JD_4-4-2
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IMT Des Moines Marathon to close streets in WDM on Oct. 19 

West Des Moines Human Services will  

be offering a limited number of  

programs for holiday assistance to  

qualifying West Des Moines residents.  

 

Income and residency guidelines  

apply. Registration begins on  

Monday, October 20.  

 

To learn more, call (515) 222-3660  

or visit 

www.wdm.iowa.gov\HolidayAssistance 

Holiday assistance programs 

The IMT Des Moines Marathon will be held on Sun-

day, October 19, and it will include several street 

closures in West Des Moines. 

The following streets will be closed from 9:00 a.m. 

until approximately 1:00 p.m. on October 19: 

• Grand Avenue (1st Street to 5th Street) –  

all lanes 

• 5th Street (Grand Avenue to Railroad Avenue) – 

all lanes 

• Railroad Avenue (1st Street to 5th Street) – 

westbound lanes only 

The map to the right shows the portion of the route 

in West Des Moines. 

If you have questions, please call Ryan Jacobson  

in the West Des Moines City Clerk’s Office at  

(515) 222-3603 or email him. 

Thank you for your understanding and patience  

as West Des Moines hosts this event!  

visit%20www.wdm.iowa.gov/HolidayAssistance
http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/HolidayAssistance
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WDM Police Chief Chris Scott announces his retirement 

West Des Moines Chief of Police Chris Scott has 

announced that he will retire next year on March 

2. The early announcement allows the City of 

West Des Moines an opportunity to conduct a 

search for his replacement.   

Chief Scott started his career in 

1998 as a Police Officer for the 

Indianola Police Department.  

In 2001, he was hired by the 

Des Moines Police Department 

where he served until 2017 

when he accepted the position 

as Chief of Police for the City of 

West Des Moines. 

During his career he has had 

numerous assignments and 

served as a Patrol Officer, 

D.A.R.E. Instructor, Defensive 

Tactics Instructor, School  

Resource Officer, a tactical  

operator on Metro S.T.A.R, and Public Information 

Officer. 

In Des Moines he was promoted to Sergeant and 

Lieutenant. He served as Des Moines Police Chief 

Dana Wingert’s Executive Officer and was the 

Commander of Vice and Narcotics before leaving 

for West Des Moines. 

He graduated from Drake University with a Mas-

ter’s Degree in Public Administration in 2009. He 

is a graduate of the FBI National Academy Class 

of 261 (2015), International Association of Chief 

of Police Leadership in Police Organizations 

(2016), and the Senior Management Institute for 

Police (2018). 

Chief Scott served as the Chair of the Iowa Police 

Chief’s Line of Duty Death committee and  

responded to officers killed in the line of duty in 

Iowa. He also served as the Chair of the Execu-

tive Peer Support with the  

Iowa Chapter of the FBI  

National Academy Associa-

tion. 

Chief Scott said he is honored 

to have served three excep-

tional communities represent-

ing nearly 300,000 residents 

in central Iowa. He also said 

he is proud of the men and 

women which he served side-

by-side and led.  

“Their professionalism and 

commitment to our communi-

ties is exceptional,” he said. 

“Serving as top cop for the 

West Des Moines Police Department is certainly 

the pinnacle of my career.” 

After 28 years of dedicated public service, Scott 

is looking forward to the next chapter in his life 

exploring new opportunities and spending time 

with his family.  

The West Des Moines Police Department and 

the City of West Des Moines thank Chief Scott 

for his exceptional leadership! 
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Halloween at the WDM Library 

We’re approaching one of our  
favorite times of the year  

at the library: 
We’re going to have and 

events for every age.  
Registration for October events opens at 

9:00 AM on October 1 on our website. 

Halloween/Fall Embroidery Bookmarks 

Saturday, October 18 - 1:30 — 3:30 PM (Adults) 

Please join us for a Halloween/Fall Embroidery Bookmark program! Come learn 

how to make your own fun, spooky, or seasonal-themed bookmarks — perfect 

for your Fall reading! Reg required. 

Halloween Storytime 

Wednesday (10/29) - 6:30 AM — 7:00 PM or Thursday (10/30) and Friday 

(10/31) - 10:30 — 11 AM  (Ages 2—6 with adult) 

Put on your favorite costume and join us in the community room for not-too-

scary stories and Halloween fun at the library. We'll also show off our costumes 

with a short parade around the first floor of the library. Registration required.  

Family Night at the Library: SLIME! 

Monday, October 6 - 6:30 — 7:30 PM (All Ages) 

Halloween is just around the corner, and we need to set the mood. This month, 

we’ll get gross and make slime to creep out your friends and family! Register 

each person attending. 

Nevermore: A Night of Poe and Crafts 

Tuesday, October 28 - 7:00 — 8:30 PM (Adults) 

Join us for a hauntingly creative evening as we celebrate Edgar Allan Poe.  

As you listen to the rhythmic verses and gothic imagery, you’ll craft your own  

raven-themed necklace or bracelet using provided materials. Reg required. 

https://www.wdmlibrary.org/events/upcoming
https://www.wdmlibrary.org/events/upcoming
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Human Services is encouraging the donation of winter outerwear from September to  

January. Donations are welcome year-round but are especially needed during fall & winter.  

Income-eligible families in West Des Moines, Clive, Windsor Heights and Urbandale are  

eligible to shop the inventory of winter outerwear items during visits to our clothing closet.   

We are currently taking donations of coats, boots, socks, hats, snow pants, scarves, gloves,  

& mittens. You can donate new or gently-used outerwear, make a monetary donation, shop 

our Amazon Wishlist or host a Donation Drive with your business or organization. 

https://connect.clickandpledge.com/w/Form/b4b5d5f8-117e-4073-8d9e-8a32db456ae6
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2XPLOG1DKDZJ7/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2XPLOG1DKDZJ7/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://www.wdm.iowa.gov/government/human-services/ways-to-give/donation-drive-registration-form
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See a pothole? Code violation? Let us know!  

We need your help!  If you see a pothole or City Code violation, you can report it using 

the City’s online service desk, SeeClickFix.  

The app can be downloaded on your Android or iPhone, making it a quick and easy way 

to report issues such as graffiti, broken sidewalks, storm drain issues, traffic signal or 

sign problems, and other Code violations. Sign in for updates or stay anonymous. The choice is yours!  

 
Our City Code provides guidelines for maintaining 

several aspects of home ownership. Check out 

these 30-second informational videos from Val!  

Learn about trimming trees & bushes 

Learn about nuisance trees 

Thanks for being a good neighbor and helping us 

keep West Des Moines beautiful! 

Community Compliance Corner 

 

If you normally park on City streets, alleys, or in 

City-owned parking lots, NOW is the time to 

plan where you’ll park when a snow parking 

ban is in effect during the winter. 

Winter is just around the corner 

DON’T  
PARK  ON THE STREET 

DURING A SNOW 
PARKING BAN! 

What to do:  

 Know where you’ll move your vehicle  

before snow starts falling. 

 Move your car promptly when a ban is  

announced to avoid tickets or towing. 

 Help snowplow drivers clear streets safely 

and efficiently. 

Stay informed!  

Sign up for snow ban notifications at 

www.wdm.iowa.gov/eNotification. 

Stay ahead of winter weather — make your 

parking plan today!  

https://www.wdm.iowa.gov/government/public-services/seeclickfix
https://www.wdm.iowa.gov/government/public-services/seeclickfix
http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/government/public-services/seeclickfix
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmCiTGGDu9I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WD8C79qMlY
http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/eNotification
http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/eNotification
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 Yard Waste and Spring Cleanup events are available for WDM residents who are eligible for solid waste collection. 

 

December 5 Yard Waste Pickup Ends 

Dec. 29, 2025 —  

Jan. 9, 2026 
Winter Yard Waste & Christmas Tree Collection 

Solid Waste Even ts for WDM Residents 

 

 Construction Updates 

Visit the City’s website to learn more about Engineering and Parks and Recreation  

projects under construction.  

 

The West 

Des Moines 

Fire Depart-

ment is 

teaming up with the  

National Fire Protection 

Association (NFPA) to 

promote this year’s  

Fire Prevention Week, 

October 5 ― 11!  

This year’s campaign is 

“Charge Into Fire Safety: 

Lithium-ion Batteries  

in Your Home,” and it  

focuses on educating 

the public on how to 

safely purchase, charge, 

and dispose of lithium-

ion batteries to prevent 

fires! 

http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/residents/streets-construction/construction-updates
https://www.wdm.iowa.gov/residents/streets-construction/construction-updates
https://www.wdm.iowa.gov/residents/streets-construction/construction-updates

