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EMERGENCY ESCAPE & RESCUE 

REQUIREMENTS  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A.  All basements in new construction including room additions and every sleeping room 

shall have at least one operable emergency escape and rescue window or an exterior door 

opening (i.e. walkout basement). 

 

B.  Existing basements with an egress window or walkout door shall not be required to add 

an additional egress window in each new sleeping room if:  a) the stairway to a grade 

level floor and the second means of egress (the egress window) are separated by a 

reasonable distance and b) additional smoke detectors are installed in each area and 

sleeping room(s) in the basement. 

 

C.  Exception to egress window requirement:  Existing basements, constructed or with 

approved permits before May 1, 2002, which do not have sleeping rooms, but which have 

other finished areas, shall be provided additional smoke detectors in each area or room.  

Plus, a smoke / CO detector shall be located on the first floor in an area that covers the 

path from the top of the stairway to an exterior door. 

  

D.  Dimensions: emergency escape and rescue windows shall have a minimum net clear 

opening of 5.7 square feet.  The minimum height dimension shall be 24 inches.  The 

minimum width dimension shall be 20 inches.  The maximum sill height shall not be 

more than 44 inches above the finished floor.  

 

E.  Sill heights in basements may be measured from an elevated landing, window seat, or 

similar installation.  The structure shall not be less than 36 inches wide, and shall extend 

at least 20 inches out from the exterior wall, and shall be a maximum 24 inches high.  It 

shall be permanently affixed to the floor and the wall under the window it serves. 

 

F.  Window wells for emergency escape windows shall allow the window to be fully opened.  

The window well shall provide a minimum net clear area of 9 square feet with a minimum 

horizontal projection and width of 36 inches (3’x3’).  Window wells with a vertical depth 

greater than 44 inches shall be equipped with a ladder or steps. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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