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RADON MITIGATION PROGRAM

Funded by Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program

What is Radon? Radon gas occurs naturally in the soil and is produced by the radioactive breakdown or decay of uranium and
radium. Long ago, glacial activity left behind ground-up deposits of many minerals such as uranium in the soil or upper crust in
lowa. Because radon is a gas, it can seep into buildings, including homes. It is an odorless and invisible gas that is also radioactive
and harmful to humans when inhaled.

Where is Radon found in lowa? EPA has identified all counties in lowa as Zone 1. Zone 1 counties have a predicted average indoor
radon screening level of more than 4 pCi/L (picocuries per liter). The total average indoor radon level in lowa is 8.5 picocuries per
liter (pCi/L) of air, and in the United States it is 1.3 pCi/L of air. Average radon levels of 4 pCi/L are considered elevated, and
remediation is recommended.

What are the Health Effects of Radon? There is overwhelming scientific evidence that exposure to elevated levels of radon causes
lung cancer in humans. Radiation emitted from radon can cause cellular damage that can lead to cancer when it strikes living tissue
in the lungs. Radon is the first leading cause of lung cancer in nonsmokers, and the second leading cause of lung cancer overall. It
is responsible for about 21,000 deaths every year in the US. EPA also estimates that long-term exposure to radon potentially causes
approximately 400 deaths each year in lowa.

Source: lowa Department of Public Health

The purpose of the West Des Moines Radon Mitigation Program is to test homes and
mitigate radon hazards to make safer living environments for residents.
Program Eligibility

e Home must be within city limits of West Des Moines.
e The total household annual gross family income must be no more than 80% of the area
median income, adjusted for household size as shown in the table below.

Household size
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
80% AMI 64,150 73,300 | 82,450 91,600 | 98,950 | 106,300 113,600
e Home can be a rental or owner-occupied.
e Home can be single-family, duplex, or townhouse. If townhouse is part of an association,
written permission must be provided prior to approval.
e Owner must be current on their mortgage, property taxes, have home insurance, and be
current with any city issues and/or any City fines. If the property is a rental, the owner must

have a valid rental certificate.
e The City will ask for the following information from the owner/tenant:
o Current tax return
o Verification of income and assets
o Verification of mortgage standing
o Verification of homeowner’s insurance
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Financing

e Each home is eligible for up to $5,000 of funds. The funds shall be applied to radon pre-
testing, post-testing, and mitigation improvements.

e The funds will be a grant.

e This program is a first come, first serve, and will continue as long as funding is available.

Contractors

e The City maintains a list of license or credentialed radon mitigation contractors. Owners will
select from this list for the testing and mitigation work.

e The City will review bids to ensure all work proposed is covered by the program.

e A contract will be signed by the owner, city, and radon mitigation contractor. The homeowner
may also have to sign a contract directly with the radon mitigation contractor.

e All payments by the City will be made directly to the contractor.

Process

e Owner completes an online application.

e City staff will process the application and verify income and assets.

e Upon approval from the City, the owner may set up testing with a contractor on the provided
list. Testing must be done by an approved contractor. Do-it-yourself tests will not be
accepted.

e |If testing finds elevated levels of radon above 4 pCi/L, an environmental review will be
completed by the City for each home to be assisted. No mitigation work can begin until the
environmental review is complete.

e |If testing find elevated levels of radon above 4 pCi/L, the owner will be responsible for
obtaining a bid for a radon mitigation system. The bid will be reviewed by City of West Des
Moines staff.

e Once the bid and work are approved, a contract will be signed between the owner, City and
contractor.

e Post-mitigation testing will be required and must be submitted to the City.

Apply for the West Des Moines Radon Mitigation Program

Complete an online application using the following link or QR Code:
https://portal.neighborlysoftware.com/westdesmoinesia/participant

Contact the City with any questions or to request a paper application at
housing@wdm.iowa.gov or (515) 273-0770.

The City will contact you about your eligibility and further information that is needed.
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