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PZ AF 09-13-2021  
 
 
Chairperson Andersen called the regular meeting of the Plan and Zoning Commission 
to order at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, September 13, 2021, in the Council Chambers of the 
West Des Moines City Hall, located at 4200 Mills Civic Parkway, in West Des Moines, 
and Electronically through Zoom. 
 
Roll Call:  Andersen, Conlin, Crowley, Davis, Hatfield………………………….Present 
                Drake…………………………………………………………………. .…Absent 
 
Item 1- Consent Agenda 
 
Item 1a – Minutes of the meeting of August 24, 2021 
 
Chairperson Andersen asked for any comments or modifications to the August 24, 2021 
minutes. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Conlin, seconded by Commissioner Crowley, the Plan and 
Zoning Commission approved the August 24, 2021 meeting minutes. 
 
Vote:  Andersen, Conlin,  Crowley, Davis, Hatfield………. ……………………………Yes 
           Costa, Drake…………………………………………………………………….Absent 
Motion carried. 
 
Item 2 – Public Hearings 
There were 3 Public Hearing items. 
 
Item 2a – Ordinance Amendment, Amend Title 9 (Zoning) to modify regulations 
pertaining to Penalties, Fences, and Canopies – City Initiated – AO-005291-2021 
 
Chairperson Andersen opened the public hearing and asked the Recording Secretary to 
state when the public notice was published.  The Recording Secretary indicated that the 
notice was published in the Des Moines Register on September 3, 2021. 
 
Chairperson Andersen asked for a motion to accept and make a part of the record all 
testimony and all other documents received at this public hearing. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Hatfield, seconded by Commissioner Conlin, the Plan and 
Zoning Commission accepted and made a part of the record all testimony and all other 
documents received at this public hearing. 
 
Vote:  Andersen, Conlin, Crowley, Davis, Hatfield………. ……………….………….Yes 
           Costa, Drake……………………………………………………………………Absent 
Motion carried.  
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Roll Call was retaken at 5:31 pm with the arrival of Commissioner Costa. 
 
Kara Tragesser, Development Services Planner, provided a summary of the five 
changes to the ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Conlin questioned whether there have been any issued with unregulated 
canopies, or any complaints of incidents related to flimsy canopies.  Ms. Tragesser 
responded that there have not, however the City also requires sprinkling under the 
canopy, and added that the canopy language is being updated as anticipatory rather 
than responsive, to increase standards. 
 
Chairperson Andersen asked if anyone from the audience would like to speak to this 
item; seeing none, closed the public hearing and asked for continued discussion or a 
motion. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Hatfield, the Plan and 
Zoning Commission approved a resolution recommending the City Council approve the 
ordinance amendment. 
 
Vote:  Andersen, Costa, Crowley, Davis, Hatfield………. ………………………………Yes 
           Conlin………………………………………………………………………………….No 
           Drake………………………………………………………………………………Absent 
Motion carried. 
 
Chair Andersen asked Commissioner Conlin if he would like to comment on the record.  
Commissioner Conlin stated that while he appreciates Staff’s work on behalf of updating 
the ordinance, he was not altogether convinced it was necessary to amend the canopy 
language as he felt it was a little bit of a solution looking for a problem. He concluded 
that he was fine with it moving forward. 
 
Item 2b – Tallyn’s Reach Parcel A and Parcel C, SE corner of Mills Civic Parkway 
and S 91st Street – Amend Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map and Amend the 
Tallyn’s Reach Planned Unit Development Ordinance to designate and regulate 
Neighborhood Commercial within development Parcel C – Fareway Stores – CPA-
005144-2021/ZC-005145-2021 
 
Chairperson Andersen opened the public hearing and asked the Recording Secretary to 
state when the public notice was published.  The Recording Secretary indicated that the 
notice was published in the Des Moines Register on September 2, 2021. 
 
Chairperson Andersen asked for a motion to accept and make a part of the record all 
testimony and all other documents received at this public hearing. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Costa, the Plan and 
Zoning Commission accepted and made a part of the record all testimony and all other 
documents received at this public hearing. 
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Vote:  Andersen, Conlin, Costa, Crowley, Davis, Hatfield………. …………………….Yes 
           Drake………………………………………………………………………………Absent 
Motion carried. 
 
  
Ed Arp, Civil Engineering Consultants, Inc., 2400 86th Street, Unit 12, Des Moines, 
noted that Mark DeYoung with Fareway was also present for questions.  He 
summarized the request to change from office use to neighborhood commercial.  Mr. 
Arp pointed out that this is a good location for the site on a major collector into the 
Michael’s Landing neighborhood.  
  
Bryce Johnson, Development Services Planner, stated he had nothing to add and 
recommended approval. 
 
Commissioner Costa asked what the comprehensive plan land use designated for the 
area to the West of this site.  Development Coordinator Schemmel responded that 
Parcels A and B are PCP (Professional Commerce Park).  Commissioner Crowley 
added that the history of the site includes that a senior housing project requested that 
the land use change from retail to PCP to protect their area. 
 
Marilyn Mueller, 8820 Mills Civic Parkway, informed that her residence is directly east of 
the proposed site.  She noted that she is not opposed to the project, however she had 
some ideas and questions to provide for Fareway and the City.  She asked that light 
pollution be minimized beyond just aiming the lights downward, and perhaps include 
restricted hours of operation.  Ms. Mueller asked that trees be used to decrease heat 
from the large expanse of concrete in the parking lot, to the extent of setting a new 
standard.  She requested an adequate buffer between her property and Fareway.  Ms. 
Mueller also asked that noise pollution be decreased and concluded that she would like 
to see Fareway build as a store for the future and not the past. 
 
Chairperson Andersen asked if anyone from the audience would like to speak to this 
item; seeing none, closed the public hearing and asked for continued discussion or a 
motion. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Hatfield, seconded by Commissioner Costa, the Plan and 
Zoning Commission approved a resolution recommending the City Council approve the 
Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map amendment. 
 
Vote:  Andersen, Conlin, Costa, Crowley, Davis, Hatfield………. …………………….Yes 
           Drake………………………………………………………………………………Absent 
Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Hatfield, seconded by Commissioner Costa, the Plan and 
Zoning Commission approved a resolution recommending the City Council approve the 
Planned Unit Development amendment. 
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Vote:  Andersen, Conlin, Costa, Crowley, Davis, Hatfield………. …………………….Yes 
           Drake………………………………………………………………………………Absent 
Motion carried. 
 
Item 2c – Three Fountains Commercial, 4502 to 4900 University Avenue – Amend 
the Three Fountains Commercial Planned Unit Development Ordinance to modify 
building setbacks and signage allowed within the PUD – Shoppes at Three 
Fountains, LC – ZC-005187-2021  
 
Chairperson Andersen opened the public hearing and asked the Recording Secretary to 
state when the public notice was published.  The Recording Secretary indicated that the 
notice was published in the Des Moines Register on September 3, 2021. 
 
Commissioner Davis recused herself from this item. 
 
Chairperson Andersen asked for a motion to accept and make a part of the record all 
testimony and all other documents received at this public hearing. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Conlin, seconded by Commissioner Costa, the Plan and 
Zoning Commission accepted and made a part of the record all testimony and all other 
documents received at this public hearing. 
 
Vote:  Andersen, Conlin, Costa, Crowley, Hatfield…………………………….……….Yes 
          Drake……………………………………………………………………………...Absent 
          Davis…………………………………………………………………………...Abstained 
Motion carried. 
 
Jeremy Shepherd, Development Services Corp, 1080 Jordan Creek Pkwy #200 N, West 
Des Moines, summarized the request which will support a project to construct a 
Scooter’s kiosk.  He noted the importance of amenities such as these in a business park 
setting, and summarized the setback, monument sign size and wall sign sizes, 
concluding that the applicant agrees with all Staff comments and recommendations. 
 
Chair Andersen asked if the traffic plan had changed and noted there have been issues 
with traffic on this site in the past.  Mr. Shepherd responded that Chik-fil-A has had 
issues, however they are located on the opposite side of the site, and Scooters will have 
a separate access.  He also noted that the traffic around Chik-fil-A has been improved. 
 
Commissioner Conlin asked how many vehicles could be stacked around the Scooters 
kiosk, as detailed in the traffic analysis.  Mr. Shepherd responded it could hold up to 9 
vehicles. He noted they had questioned Scooters and was informed this was about the 
max they had seen at other locations around town. 
 
Brian Portz, Development Services Planner, inserted that according to the traffic study 
conducted for Scooters, nine vehicles was adequate, stating this would be contained 
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within the drive-through lanes and shouldn’t spill out into traffic onto University Avenue.  
He explained how the wall signage is proposed to be calculated, allowing the longer 
side of the building to be measured due to the small size of the structure.   
 
Commissioner Hatfield observed that a University Avenue redevelopment plan is being 
developed and questioned whether the applicant has seen it, recommending that they 
check with Chris Shires to see how a recommended street extension might impact the 
Scooters location.  Planner Portz responded that he doesn’t know that this has been 
discussed with the property owner, and that the study is still in a draft form.  
Commissioner Hatfield recommended obtaining a preliminary copy. 
 
Chairperson Andersen asked if anyone from the audience would like to speak to this 
item; seeing none, closed the public hearing and asked for continued discussion or a 
motion. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Costa, seconded by Commissioner Crowley, the Plan and 
Zoning Commission approved a resolution recommending the City Council approve the 
amendment. 
 
Vote:  Andersen, Conlin, Costa, Crowley, Hatfield…………………………….……….Yes 
          Drake……………………………………………………………………………...Absent 
          Davis…………………………………………………………………………...Abstained 
Motion carried. 
 
Item 3 – Old Business 
There were no Old Business items to address. 
 
Item 4 – New Business 
There was 1 New Business item. 
 
Item 4a – Microsoft Ginger East (aka Microsoft DSM 14), east of Veterans Parkway 
at SE Maffitt Lake Road – Approve Site Plan to allow construction of an 
approximately 250,000 square foot data center building – Microsoft Corporation – 
SP-005172-2021 
 
Ryan Hardisty, Civil Design Advantage, 3405 SE Crossroads Drive, Suite G, Grimes, 
presented the site plan for a new data center to be located south of Highway 5 and east 
of Veterans Parkway.  He noted that it will have the same footprint and building 
elevations as the data center recently approved for Ginger West.  SE Maffit Lake Road 
was recently vacated to begin construction of the 1st phase.  Storm water detention 
ponds in place south of SE Maffit Lake Road can accommodate the 1st phase of 
construction. 
 
Mr. Hardisty informed that Bryan Dickerson with Navix Engineering was also present to 
answer questions.  Mr. Hardisty concluded that they agreed with all staff 
recommendations. 
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Brian Portz, Development Services Planner, mentioned that there was one condition on 
the project that the applicant should work with Development Services and the City of 
West Des Moines Fire Department regarding closure of SE Maffit Lake Road for 
access.  Once the project is complete, this access will be closed to the public. 
 
Commissioner Costa questioned the long-range plan for this section of roadway, asking 
if there would be any access to the east other than onto the site once the street was 
abandoned. Planner Portz affirmed that to be true, stating that Microsoft’s access would 
be off Veteran’s Parkway, and Microsoft would eventually be building on top of this 
section of roadway. 
 
Chairperson Andersen asked if anyone from the audience would like to speak to this 
item, seeing none, asked for continued discussion or a motion. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Costa, seconded by Commissioner Hatfield,  the Plan and 
Zoning Commission approved a resolution recommending approval of the Site Plan, 
subject to the following condition: 

 
1. The applicant acknowledging and agreeing that all barricading of SE Maffit  

Lake Road and provision of the required two accesses into the site must be 
coordinated with and approved by the Fire Marshal and Engineering Services 
prior to closure. 

   
Vote:  Andersen, Conlin, Costa, Crowley, Davis, Hatfield………. …………………….Yes 
           Drake………………………………………………………………………………Absent 
Motion carried. 
 
Item 5 – Staff Reports 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 27, 2021. 
 
Item 6 – Adjournment 
Chairperson Andersen adjourned the meeting at 5:58 p.m. 
        __________________________ 
        Erica Andersen, Chairperson 
__________________________________ 
Jennifer Canaday, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 


