BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING MINUTES

BOA_AF_08-04-2021

Vice Chair Pfannkuch called to order the August 4, 2021, regularly scheduled meeting of
the Board of Adjustment at 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers, West Des Moines City Hall,
located at 4200 Mills Civic Parkway, in West Des Moines, lowa, and electronically through
Zoom.

Roll Call: Blaser, Cunningham, Pfannkuch.......... .......coooiviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeceee Present
Christiansen, Stevens...............ooiiii i Absent

item 1 — Consent Agenda

Item 1a — Minutes of July 21, 2021

Vice Chair Pfannkuch asked for any corrections to the meeting minutes of July 21, 2021.
Hearing none, Vice Chair Pfannkuch declared the minutes approved as presented.

item 2 — Old Business
There were no Old Business items.

Item 3 — Public Hearings
item 3a — 1804 S 42" Street Zoning Exception — ltem Withdrawn

Item 3b — Jennifer Hampton — 541 16" Street — Zoning exception from the rear yard
setbacks to accommodate installation of a building mounted solar energy system —
VAR-005248-2021.

Vice Chair Pfannkuch opened the public hearing and asked the Recording Secretary to
state when the public hearing notice was published. The Recording Secretary stated that
the notice was published on July 28, 2021 in the Des Moines Register.

Moved by Board Member Blaser, seconded by Board Member Cunningham, the Board of
Adjustment accepted and made a part of the record all testimony and documents received
at this public hearing.

Vote: Blaser, Cunningham, Pfannkuch...............c.ooiiiiiiiiiii e Yes
Christiansen, SteVeNs. ... Absent
Motion carried.

Ryanne Prochnow, Pure Light Power, 541 Parsons Drive, Medford, OR, presented her
request on behalf of owner Jennifer Hampton for a zoning exception to allow installation of
a roof-mounted solar array. Ms. Prochnow stated they are asking for a 5 foot reduction of
the setback as the lot is small and there is no other exception to enable the installation.
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Vice Chair Pfannkuch asked for any other questions or comments from the audience and
upon hearing none, declared the public hearing item closed.

Karen Marren, Development Services Planner, informed that the house is non-conforming,
and no record was found of when the lot was subdivided. It is assumed that the home was
buiit according to the code in place in 1979, however there are no records. Ms. Marren
stated the house never met the setback of R1 zoning of 35 feet that was in place at the
time of construction. The current zoning is single family Valley Junction. She noted that
allowing the zoning exception did not impact the non-conforming status of the residence.
Ms. Marren observed that the solar array will not extend beyond the roof line more than 1.5
feet, and its within the 25% allowed under the zoning exception.

Board Member Cunningham clarified that the current owner did not live there at the time of
the home being built. Ms. Marren confirmed.

Board Member Cunningham questioned whether approval of this request would set a
precedent. Development Coordinator Schemmel responded that Solar Array permits have
been issued for five years, with only two requests for installation on non-conforming
residences.

Vice Chair Pfannkuch asked for continued discussion or a motion and a second for this
item.

Moved by Board Member Blaser moved for approval. Board Member Cunningham
seconded the motion, adding that that approval will be based on Staff Findings. Board
Member Blaser concurred. The Board of Adjustment adopted a resolution to approve the
zoning exception based on Staff Findings.

Vote: Blaser, Cunningham, PfannKuCh..........cco.veuieieeai e eeeaeei Yes
ChriStiaNSEN, StEVENS.........civiiiiiiiii ettt ee e, Absent

item 4 — New Business

There were no New Business items.

Item 5§ — Staff Reports

5a — Next Meeting Date is August 18, 2021

5b - Update on in-person attendance for Board members. Development Coordinator
Schemmel informed of changes to the in-person meeting requirement due to the Governor
recently rescinding the proclamation of March 2020. She addressed comments and
questions regarding exceptions to the policy.

Item 6 — Adjournment
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Vice Chair Pfannkuch asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Moved by Board Member Cunningham, seconded by Board Member Blaser, the Board of

Adjustment meeting adjourned at 5:44 PM.

Michele Stevens, Chair

o Caa s

Jefnifer Canaday, Recording Seciyétary
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