BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING MINUTES

BOA_AF_04-07-2021

Chairperson Pfannkuch called to order the April 7, 2021, regularly scheduled meeting of the
Board of Adjustment at 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers, West Des Moines City Hall, located
at 4200 Mills Civic Parkway, in West Des Moines, lowa, and electronically through Zoom.
i?oll Call: Blaser, Christiansen, Cunningham, Pfannkuch, Stevens.................. Present

Item 1 — Consent Agenda

Item 1a — Minutes of March 17, 2021
Chairperson Pfannkuch asked for any corrections to the meeting minutes of March 17,
2021. Hearing none, Chair Pfannkuch declared the minutes approved as presented.

Item 2 — Old Business
There were no Old Business items.

Item 3 — Public Hearings

Item 3a — Gale Residence — 4961 Ashley Park Drive — Zoning exception from the rear
yard setbacks to accommodate a building addition — VAR-005064-2021

Chairperson Pfannkuch opened the public hearing and asked the Recording Secretary to
state when the public hearing notice was published. The Recording Secretary stated that
the notice was published on March 26, 2021, in the Des Moines Register.

Moved by Board Member Blaser, seconded by Board Member Stevens, the Board of
Adjustment accepted and made a part of the record all testimony and documents received
at this public hearing.

Vote: Blaser, Christiansen, Cunningham, Pfannkuch, Stevens ....................... Yes
Motion carried.

Board Member Cunningham informed that his property is very similar in terms of setbacks
and easements to the applicants’ property. He wanted to disclose this to the Board
Members. He stated he did not believe that would influence his decision, however if
another Board Member felt he should recuse himself, he would. Chair Pfannkuch and
members Blaser and Stevens voiced their approval of his participation, stating Mr.
Cunningham did not need to recuse himself. There were no objections voiced.

Paul Harland, Harles Construction, 4960 Ashley Park Drive, stated he had built the homes
in this development, including the one located at 4961 Ashley Park Drive. He informed
regarding the 85-foot setbacks and limitations which influenced the placement of the homes
due to concern about magnetic fields from the nearby electrical equipment. The applicant
is seeking to encroach less than 5 feet into the 85-foot setback. Mr. Harland noted an
additional 60-foot setback drawn on the sketch, which he believed was added by Staff from

https://wdmiowa.sharepoint.com/sites/ds/Documents/Committees/ BOA/2021/Minutes/BOA_MN_04-07-2021.doc  Page 1 of 4



BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING MINUTES
Development Services.

Development Coordinator Linda Schemmel clarified that there are two setbacks for which a
zoning exception is being requested. There is a 35-foot building setback from the 60-foot
buffer easement to the West, and a second 85-foot setback from the rear property line
which results in a 35-foot setback from the easement area for the power line.

Mr. Harland continued that he added a room addition to the house to the left of the
applicant, which did not require a zoning exception. Ms. Schemmel responded that the
neighbor did not have the same buffer setback off 50th as the applicant. Mr. Harland
agreed, commenting that they encroached partway into the 85-foot setback.

Board Member Stevens asked about a home to the immediate south with what appeared to
be an RV in the driveway. She inquired whether the applicant was building right up to the
lot line of this neighbor. Mr. Harland stated that the addition would be 7.58 foot off the lot
line. Board Member Stevens stated that would not be met with the present shed in place.
Mr. Harland responded that the shed will be removed.

Chair Pfannkuch noted that removal of the shed is one of the conditions of approval.

Board Member Stevens questioned whether that 7.58 feet meets the zoning requirement.
Ms. Schemmel informed that the side yard setback is 7 feet so what was being presented
on the applicant drawing does comply with the side yard setback.

Chairperson Pfannkuch asked for any other questions or comments from the audience and
upon hearing none, declared the public hearing item closed.

Bryce Johnson, Development Services Planner, reiterated the condition of approval that the
existing shed would either be removed or changed in placement to meet the accessory
structure requirements.

Chairperson Pfannkuch asked for continued discussion or a motion and a second for this
item.

Moved by Board Member Christiansen, seconded by Board Member Blaser, the Board of
Adjustment adopted a resolution to approve the zoning exception.

Vote: Blaser, Christiansen, Cunningham, Pfannkuch, Stevens ....................... Yes
Motion carried.

ltem 3b — Esmiralda Henderson, 1634 Thornwood Road — Permitted Conditional Use
permit for Agricultural Production Animals, Personal to allow for chickens and a
coop — PC-005078-2021

Chairperson Pfannkuch opened the public hearing and asked the Recording Secretary to
state when the public hearing notice was published. The Recording Secretary stated that
the notice was published on March 31, 2021, in the Des Moines Register.
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Moved by Board Member Christiansen, seconded by Board Member Stevens, the Board of
Adjustment accepted and made a part of the record all testimony and documents received
at this public hearing.

Vote: Blaser, Christiansen, Cunningham, Pfannkuch, Stevens ....................... Yes
Motion carried.

Chair Pfannkuch asked if there were any written comments pertaining to this item. Planner
Tragesser stated there was one and she would note it when she presented her comments.

Esmiralda Henderson, 1634 Thornwood Road, stated her intent to have a small chicken
coop on her one-acre property with three hens for personal use for her children. There will
be a fenced or chicken run area, or they may free-range under her supervision.

Chairperson Pfannkuch asked for any other questions or comments from the audience.

Ms. Jean Sandahl, 1649 Thornwood Road, stated her residence is across the street. She
asked the planned location of the coop and if there is a required distance for the coop to be
located from the street. Ms. Henderson responded that she was instructed to locate the
coop either south or west, and she had selected a placement directly behind the house.
The coop will not face Thornwood Road.

Chair Pfannkuch asked if there were any additional questions or comments; and upon
hearing none, declared the public hearing item closed.

Kara Tragesser, Development Services Planner, noted that written comments from Ms.
Sandahl had been received this afternoon. The coop is required to be located a minimum
of 50 feet away from Thornwood Road. She noted that she had worked with the applicant
to provide guidance regarding placement of the coop. There is an additional setback
requirement of a minimum of 100 feet from a dwelling on an abutting property. The area
selected meets both requirements. Written comments were included in the Staff report
from neighbors Mike Youngstrom and Eric Tabor, 1619 Thornwood Road, supporting Ms.
Henderson’s request to keep chickens.

Chairperson Pfannkuch asked for continued discussion or a motion and a second for this
item.

Moved by Board Member Pfannkuch, seconded by Board Member Blaser, the Board of
Adjustment adopted a resolution to approve the permitted conditional use permit subject to
City Code requirements and the following:

1. The property owner acknowledging that the limit of animals on the property is eight
total including dogs and cats, and chickens.

Vote: Blaser, Christiansen, Cunningham, Pfannkuch, Stevens ....................... Yes
Motion carried.
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Item 4 — New Business
There were no New Business items.

Item 5 — Staff Reports

5a — Election of President and Vice President

Michelle Stevens was nominated by Tom Cunningham, seconded by Mike Blaser to serve
as Chair of the Board for the upcoming year. Angie Pfannkuch was nominated to serve as
Vice Chair. Approval was granted by a unanimous vote of affirmation.

Item 6 — Adjournment
Chairperson Pfannkuch asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Moved by Board Member Blaser, seconded by Board Member Christiansen, the Board of
Adjustment meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m. Y )
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Michele Stev'en_s Chairpérson
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Jénnifer Canaday, Recordmg Secfetary
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