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West Des Moines receives 2018 Tree City USA Award 

City of West Des Moines officials were honored to  

receive the 2018 Tree City USA Award at the 29th 

Annual Community 

Forestry Awards 

Luncheon in West Des 

Moines.  

The award was pre-

sented by the Arbor 

Day Foundation and 

the Iowa Department 

of Natural Resources 

on April 3 at the Sher-

aton in West Des 

Moines.  

“The Tree City USA 

award is a symbol for 

communities who 

have made a commit-

ment to the manage-

ment of public trees,” says State Forester Jeff 

Goerndt. “The City of West Des Moines has provid-

ed an outstanding example for other Iowa commu-

nities by enhancing our forest resources and 

demonstrating the 

great value of trees in 

providing multiple ben-

efits for future genera-

tions.” 

West Des Moines was 

one of 80 Iowa com-

munities to qualify  

for Tree City USA  

status.  

To receive the award, 

a city must, at a mini-

mum, have either a 

city forester or an ac-

tive city tree board; 

have a tree ordinance; 

spend at least $2 per 

capita annually for its community forestry program; 

and have a tree planting and maintenance plan.  

Pictured from left to right: Jeff Goerndt, Iowa DNR State Forest-
er; Bruce Trautman, acting Iowa DNR Director; Tom Hadden, 
WDM City Manager; John Olds, WDM Urban Forestry Supervi-
sor; and Kevin Conn, Landscape Architect for WDM Parks and 
Recreation. 

Memorial Day Reminder ... 
City Hall and most City offices will be closed on  

Monday, May 27.  

Garbage collection will be delayed one day for  

the remainder of the week, with Friday’s collection  

delayed until Saturday.  

http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-West-Des-Moines-City-Managers-Office/173387697870
https://twitter.com/cityofwdm
http://www.linkedin.com/
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On your normal collection garbage day 

Rid your home of items that do not fit in your garbage cart! 

Spring Cleanup is available to all West Des Moines residents who  

are eligible for City provided solid waste collection.  

 

 

Appliances are NOT accepted, but can be dropped off at WDM Public Services,  

560 South 16th Street, on Saturday, June 8, from 8 a.m. until noon. 

Find out more by reading our Spring Cleanup Handout or 

Learn the details by doing a quick search for SPRING CLEANUP  

on the City’s website at www.wdm.iowa.gov (see graphic below)  

 

  It’s time to start thinking about ... 

http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/home/showdocument?id=15503
http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/
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Free child bicycle helmets, two jump houses, emergency  

vehicles, WDM Fire and EMS, WDMPD Honor Guard,  

MacKenzie Highlander Bagpipers, medical helicopters,  

jaws-of-life demonstration, free food, face painting,  

balloon artist, games, tours and much more! 

 

Join us for our Police Week activities 

Please join Mayor Steve Gaer for a morning 

of cycling and fun in the City of West Des 

Moines! Different routes will be available to 

accommodate all ages and abilities. All 

routes start and end at City Hall, 4200 Mills 

Civic Pkwy. Routes and distances subject to 

change.  

All registered participants will receive an 

event T-shirt. Proceeds from the event will 

be put toward enhancing new and existing 

trails. Register by clicking here. 

This event is “Ride at your own Risk.” All rules 

and regulations outlined in the West Des Moines,  

Iowa: City Code, Title 6—MOTOR VEHICLES AND 

TRAFFIC, Chapter 11: BICYCLES shall apply. 

(www.wdm.iowa.gov) 

DAY Saturday 

DATE May 18 

TIME 9 am—12 pm 

LOCATION 
WDM City 

Hall 

AGES 6 and up 

COURSE ID 9735 

FEE 
$10 per rider 

$25 family fee 

May 16, 2019 (Thursday) 

5 p.m. — 5:20 p.m. Opening Ceremony 

5:20 p.m. — 8 p.m. Picnic & Activities 

No Rain Date 

http://bit.ly/2UraYDH
http://www.wdm.iowa.gov
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WDM Food Pantry recognized as top wellness program 

The WDM Human Services food pantry, in conjunc-

tion with the Des Moines Area Religious Council 

(DMARC), was selected as a top wellness program 

recently at the Harkin On Wellness Symposium!  

This award was given to 10 successful community 

wellness and nutrition initiatives from around the 

United States.  

As the only recipient in Iowa, the award recognizes 

DMARC’s Food Pantry 2.0 pilot project that has 

been implemented at our WDM pantry. The project 

focuses on providing low-income individuals with 

more fresh produce and healthier food choices. 

Congratulations to everyone who helps make this 

wonderful project a success!    

From left to right: Lyndi Buckingham-Schutt, Associate Direc-
tor of Wellness and Nutrition Policy at The Harkin Institute;                                                           
Stephanie Corbett, WDM Human Services Program Outreach 
Assistant; Senator Tom Harkin (retired); Althea Holcomb, 
WDM Human Services Director; and Rev. Sarai Schnucker 
Rice, Executive Director of DMARC. 
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 Construction Updates 

If you would like to learn more about Engineering and Parks and Recreation  

projects under construction, just visit our website. You can also view drone footage of  

construction projects by visiting Engineering Services YouTube Channel!  

The rematch is on … for the next Summer Breeze — Battle of the ‘Burbs!  

The City of West Des Moines won in 2018, but the mayors of Clive, Waukee and West Des Moines will 

be duking it out again this year on August 3 to win the WWF-style award belt on behalf of their City. 

When you sign up, you’ll have the option to designate a City to run for. Although the City with the most 

participants will be the winner, everybody wins because 100% of 

the registration fees benefit our local communities.  

This day of rivalry and fun is quickly becoming a favorite of runners 

with views of Clive Lake and the Country Club community. A Kids 

Fun Run also ensures a family-friendly event.  

Sign up here for the 10K, 5K or Kids Fun Run, sponsored by NCMIC 

& Professional Solutions. 

Age Groups will be split by men and women for both the 5K and 

10K.  

Those supporting WDM should show-up wearing ORANGE colored 

garb, our City designated color, for this competition.  

C’mon, WDM. Let’s win this again and give 

City Manager Tom Hadden another opportunity 

to wear the championship belt for West Des Moines! 

Join us on Saturday,  
August 3, 2019! 

 
10k, 5K & Kids Fun Run 

http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/residents/streets-construction/construction-updates
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJc0SkGA0fQVB7lbiZ6BTGA
http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/residents/streets-construction/construction-updates
https://runsignup.com/Race/IA/CLIVE/SummerBreezeRunBOB
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Join us for National Public Works Week! 

 

Our annual National Public Works Week celebration aims to educate the  

general public about the value of public works projects & professionals.  

This year’s theme is “It Starts Here.”  

Our free event for the family features fun games, face-painting, balloons,  

coloring and activity books, as well as some of the Public Works machinery. 

Public Services staff will be on hand to answer questions … and 

PAWS will make an appearance to shake hands with the kids! 

Returning this year … the Iowa DNR Mobile Education Exhibit, which is equipped 

with touch screen computer games, flat screen TVs and interactive displays.  

We guarantee it makes learning FUN! 

Thursday, May 23, from 4 — 7 p.m. 

Valley Junction Farmer’s Market 
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See a pothole? Tell us and we’ll get it fixed! 
Severe winter weather 

and extreme tempera-

ture fluctuations have 

helped create a bumper 

crop of potholes in a 

large portion of the U.S. this year,  

including Iowa.   

Public Services crews are working hard 

to make repairs during dry weather, and 

we know more repairs may be needed. 

What can YOU do? If you’re concerned about a 

pothole, PLEASE LET US KNOW! 

If you would like to report a pothole (or 

any other non-emergency issue), you 

have several options: 

1. Download the YourGOV app on your 

phone to report the issue and send a 

photo if you have one. 

2. Go to the Online Service Desk on our 

website at www.wdm.iowa.gov or type 

YourGOV in the search box. Click on the 

“+” to add a request. 

3. Call Public Services at 222-3480 from  

7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.  

Community Compliance Corner 

Did you know that by City ordinance, signs can’t 

be placed in the right of way? Signs placed illegal-

ly are pulled by our 

Community Compli-

ance Specialists. 

Habitual offenders 

could be subject to 

a fine of $50 per 

sign or prosecu-

tion.  

Off premises signs (such as a contractor putting a 

business sign on a residential property) are not 

allowed as well, unless that company is actively 

working at the property. The sign must then go 

when the workers leave.   

Our Community 

Compliance Spe-

cialists are tasked 

with helping keep 

our City beautiful 

by educating the 

public and enforc-

ing City code viola-

tions. Thank you for your help in keeping West 

Des Moines a great place to live and work. 

Spring time = Mosquitos! 

West Des Moines Public Services will be spraying 

for mosquitos in various areas of the City, weath-

er permitting, during the evening hours of Friday, 

May 24, through Sunday, May 26. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please contact the Public 

Services Department at 222-3480.  

http://www.wdm.iowa.gov
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Annual Spring Cleanup is June 3 ‒  7 on your  
regular trash collection day! 

April 1 Yard Waste Pickup begins on your normal trash collection day 

April 13 
Scrap Tire Drop-off, 7:30 a.m. — 4 p.m.,  

West Des Moines Public Services 

May 23 
National Public Works Week Celebration, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.,  

Valley Junction Farmer’s Market 

June 3 — 7 
Annual Spring Cleanup — on your regular trash day. Watch for details! 

No appliances accepted (see June 8 event).  

June 8 
Scrap Appliance, Metal Drop-off *  

8 a.m. — 12:00 (noon), West Des Moines Public Services 

September 14 
Scrap Appliance, Metal Drop-off *  

8 a.m. —  12:00 (noon), West Des Moines Public Services 

November 30 Yard Waste Pickup Ends 

Dec. 30, 2019 —  

Jan. 10, 2020 
Winter Yard Waste & Christmas Tree Collection 

2019 Solid Waste Events for WDM Residents 

* No paper shredding service will be provided by the City due to the variety of privately sponsored  

paper shredding events in our area. Yard waste and annual spring cleanup events are available to all 

West Des Moines residents who are eligible for solid waste collection (single family homes up to and 

including 4-plex units). Questions? Call Public Services at 222-3480. 
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West Des Moines  

Fire Department 


