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WEST DES MOINES PUBLIC ARTS ADVISORY COMMISSION PROCEEDINGS 
Thursday, June 25, 2020 
 
 
The regular meeting of the West Des Moines Public Arts Advisory Commission was called to order 
on Thursday, June 25, 2020, at 5:31 p.m. by Chair Crane. 
 
 

Commission Jeff Phillips 
Vice Chair 

Brenda Sedlacek 
Secretary  

Tamara 
Kenworthy 

Ryan Crane 
Chair Rita Luther 

Present X X X X X 
      

Commission Diane Boyd Jed Gammell    
Present X     

      
      

Staff 
Sally Ortgies 

Director of Parks & 
Recreation 

Allison Ullestad 
Arts, Culture, and 

Enrichment Supervisor 

Miranda Kurtt 
Secretary 

Marnie Strate 
Arts, Culture, and 
Enrichment Coord. 

Matt 
McKinney 

Council Liaison 
  Present X X X   

 
 
On Item 1. Approval of Agenda 
Luther moved to approve the agenda as presented. Phillips seconded. Motion carried, 6 yes. 
 
On Item 2. Chair Nomination 
The following people were nominated and agreed to hold officer positions: 
Brenda Sedlacek nominated Jeff Philips for Chair. 
Jeff Phillips nominated Rita Luther for Vice Chair. 
Brenda Sedlacek self-nominated for Secretary. 
Luther moved to approve the commission officers as stated. Boyd seconded. Motion carried, 6 yes.  
 
Citizen Forum 
No report. Ullestad introduced Delaney Johnson, Recreation Intern. 
 
On Item 3. Approval of Minutes of February 27, 2020, Meeting 
Crane moved to approve the minutes as presented. Boyd seconded. Motion carried, 6 yes.  
 
On Item 4. Old Business 
No report. 
 
New Business  
On Item 6A. Motion – Approval of Final Proposal – Environmental Education Traffic Signal Box 
Art Project 
Crane stated he was very impressed with the final product. Luther questioned if the installation had 
been completed. Ullestad replied that with this evening’s approval vote, the installation can begin. 
Kenworthy questioned if West Des Moines has Wind Energy Turbines. Ortgies stated that there are 
some located within the City limits. Kenworthy felt that the West Des Moines logo is too small on the 
design. She also wanted to be on record that while she thinks the creative artistry is very strong, she 
believes the focus of the artwork should have been more on humans, rather than animals, to reflect the 
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nature of the messaging we need to communicate to our target audience. Boyd stated that the Work 
Group did share Kenworthy’s comments with the artist. The Work Group approved the design as 
presented. 
 
Sedlacek moved to approve the Final Proposal as presented. Phillips seconded. Motion carried, 6 yes. 
 
Committee Reports 
On Item 7A. Events Committee 
No report. 
 
On Item 7B. Communications Committee  
No report  
 
On Item 7C. Exhibition Committee 
Ullestad stated the winning People’s Choice Award artist has been contacted and the monetary award 
was issued. Phillips commented that a new process of voting was used this year, however, public 
participation may have been low due to COVID-19. 
 
Project Work Group Reports 
On Item 8A. Water Quality Community Service Public Art Projects/Event  
Ullestad stated there has been communication with Bounnak Thammavong regarding Aqua Strata. The 
installation of the piece is planned to occur around August 29. The Events Committee will need to meet 
to determine how to celebrate the piece. Ortgies stated that the Blossoms on the Water reveal may be 
combined with a ribbon cutting event for the Amphitheater. Sedlacek questioned when the 
Amphitheater should be completed. Ortgies stated August 15 is the expected completion date. Phillips 
stated having documentation of the various stages of both projects would be beneficial.  
 
On Item 8B. Amphitheater Public Art 
Ullestad stated that Douwe Blumberg envisions a public engagement survey being the best way to get 
community feedback due to the COVID-19 pandemic. BRAVO provided an extension of the $50,000 
grant to June 30, 2021. 
 
On Item 8C. LIGHT Valley Junction Public Art 
Sedlacek stated that the Work Group had their first meeting. The Work Group consists of Brenda 
Sedlacek, Public Arts Advisory Commission: Matt Hauge, Historic Valley Junction Foundation; Julia 
Eliason, KCL Engineering; Mike Kunzler, business owner; and Vince Valdez, West Des Moines 
resident. The next step is to create an artist statement and determine if a call for artist or RFQ will be 
done. There is $50,000 slated for the project as part of the Public Art Advisory Commission’s budget. 
Phillips questioned the projected installation. Ortgies stated the projected completion date is October 
2021.  
 
Staff Reports 
On Item 9A. Arts, Culture & Enrichment Supervisor 
No report. 
 
On Item 9B. Director of Parks and Recreation 
Ortgies stated that Marnie Strate is working with Brian Abeling who is photographing all the pieces in 
our collection. Ullestad has been in communication with Ellen Nelson for the strategic planning session 
for the Master Plan Update. The Commission felt that an in-person meeting would be the most 
beneficial. Phillips stated that he would like to move forward with the Strategic Planning sooner rather 




