
Community Compliance Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 
 

July 20, 2020 
 

Present: Greg Hudson, Council Member 
  Russ Trimble, Council Member 
  Joe Cory, Deputy Public Services Director 
  Jessica Spoden, Assistant City Attorney 
  Ray Perez & Aaron Perez – 601 11th Street 
  Mark Webb – 817 Ashmore Circle 
  Ryan McNulty – 822 Ashmore Circle 
  Dario Lenarduzzi – 820 Ashmore Circle  
 
The meeting began at 4:29 PM.  Councilman Greg Hudson facilitated the meeting.  
 
1. Review of minutes from January 21, 2020 

Approval of minutes - Moved by Councilman Hudson, Seconded by Councilman Trimble 
 

2. Other Matters 
 

A. Update on 601 11th Street 
 
Issue Summary: 

In October 2018, a councilmember received a complaint about a pigeon coop in the 
backyard.  Community Compliance staff reviewed it and issued a violation notice.  The 
issue was turned over to zoning later that month.  The issue was eventually brought 
before the full City Council and the property owner, Mr. Ray Perez, brought a pigeon to 
the City Council meeting and explained his case.  The City Council decided at that time 
to make Mr. Perez remove all the pigeons.  Legal mailed Mr. Perez a notice letting him 
know to remove the pigeons.  In February of 2020, the councilmember received another 
complaint about roosters and chickens at the property as well as junk and debris and 
vegetation growth over the sidewalk.  Upon inspection, Community Compliance was able 
to verify the complaints and could also hear the pigeons cooing.  Due to the nature of it 
being a zoning issue and having past issues with the pigeons, Legal was asked to send a 
notice to the property owner to take care of these violations and Community Compliance 
staff made contact with the Mr. Perez to inform him what needed to be completed.  Mr. 
Perez took care of the growth over the sidewalk and got rid of the chickens, but the junk, 
debris, and pigeons where still there.  After an extended amount of time to complete with 
no action by Mr. Perez, it was turned over to Legal to file for a court order.  Mr. Perez did 
not respond to the court order and the City received judgement for a fine of $1600 and 
authority for removal of the junk and debris and removal of the pigeons.  The City has 
asked Mr. Perez to find a new home for the pigeons before the City removes them.  Mr. 
Perez has had pigeons at his home since the 1960’s and doesn’t feel he should have to 
remove them.  Community Compliance, Legal, Animal Control and PD met with Mr. 



Perez and his son the week of July 13, 2020, to try and find a resolution to re-home the 
pigeons.  Mr. Perez and his son requested to bring it to City Council again.  Mr. Perez did 
admit that his birds have already produced approximately 70 babies already this year 
alone and he has a total of approximately 90 pigeons.  Community Compliance was able 
to find a new home for the pigeons through the Iowa State Pigeon Association.  The Iowa 
State Pigeon Association is willing to take the pigeons at no cost to the City but will not 
transport them.  Mr. Perez confirmed he has 70 total pigeons and would be willing to 
keep just 20.  Legal has exhausted all options and with the court order, the City has the 
authority to remove the pigeons from the property to re-locate them.   

 
Staff recommendation is to allow Mr. Perez an additional 30 days as a last opportunity to 
remove the pigeons from the property and re-home them.  If he fails to do this, the City 
will remove them from the property.  Zoning Code 9-10-4: D5 does allow for the keeping 
of pigeons if they are at least 50 feet from the property line and they are properly 
screened from the right-of-way and surrounding properties; Mr. Perez’s property does not 
allow for those conditions to be met.  Mr. Perez asked to keep approximately 20-25 
pigeons. 

Direction:  Councilmembers agree with staff recommendation. 
 

B. 821 Ashmore Circle 

Issue Summary: 

The owners of this property are deceased and the son, Mark, lives in the home.  There 
have been issues this year with garbage in the yard, tall grass and weeds and dead 
branches.  There also is an ongoing dispute back and forth between a neighbor, Dario 
Lenarduzzi, and Mark which has resulted in police involvement at times.  On June 8, 
2020, a complaint was received about tall grass and cockroaches affecting the 
neighboring properties on either side of 821 Ashmore Circle.  An investigation into the 
matter caused the police and mental health workers to be called and the resident allowed 
police and Community Compliance into the house.  It was discovered that the house had 
an extremely bad roach infestation as well as unsafe living conditions of filth and a 
backed-up sewer line causing back-up into the basement.  Since Mark does not currently 
have a source of income, the City coordinated the cleanout of the sewer line as well as 
two major pest treatments and required the resident to clean up the property.  All these 
items were completed in late June and Community Compliance closed the case.  At the 
beginning of July, another complaint was received from a neighbor stating cockroaches 
were now inside his home.  After consulting with management and Legal, it was 
determined to have City Council review and decide whether to continue treatment of the 
property for the roach infestation.   Several neighbors of 821 Ashmore Circle were in 
attendance and commented on the roach infestation now affecting their own properties, 
along with other issues with Mark that have required police response. 



The pest control company determined it would likely take at least a year to get the roach 
infestation under control in this home due to the level of the problem.   

Neighbors spoke and expressed their frustration with the condition of the property and 
effect is has had on their homes, including cockroaches getting into their homes.  The 
neighbors also expressed frustration as to how Mark speaks to them and that they were 
concerned for their safety and the safety of their children.  

Staff recommendation is to continue monthly pest control treatment for a year if the 
resident continues to cooperate with City and pest control staff.  The City will continue to 
bill the property owner for the pest control services costs.  Legal confirmed the property 
is still titled under Mark’s parents and there is no probate open on the property.  
Currently, Legal has no recourse to claim the property as a public nuisance due to current 
City code not addressing such an issue.  There was discussion about developing a public 
nuisance section under the City code. 

Direction:  Councilman Hudson agrees with staff recommendation to continue pest 
control services for as long as it takes to get the issue under control.  Councilman Trimble 
recommends the City develop or revise current City code to address this type of situation 
in the future to allow for greater mitigation. 

 

3. Review of reports 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:27 PM.  Respectfully submitted by Kim Pinegar, Secretary. 

 

 

 

 


